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An Informal Celebration of African Union Day

Was Held

On the evening of May 27, 2025, an informal
gathering was successfully held at the
Seminar Room of the Department of Public
Health, Occupational Medicine, and Applied
Epidemiology at Mie University to celebrate
African Union Day. The event aimed to promote

cultural exchange and solidarity.

African Union Day, celebrated annually on
May 25, commemorates the founding of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU) in 1963,
the predecessor of today s African Union (AU).
The AU is a continental organization comprising
55 member states, dedicated to promoting peace,
unity, and development across Africa. The day
serves to enhance understanding of African
history, culture, and diversity, while also fostering

pride among people of African origin.

The event brought together a diverse group
of participants, including faculty and graduate

students from the Department of Public Health,

Occupational Medicine, and Applied Epidemiology ;
students enrolled in laboratory training and the
New Medical Science Course ; staff from the
Department of Environmental and Molecular
Medicine ; African students from various academic

disciplines ; and members of the Mie Project.

As participants entered the seminar room,
African music played in the background,
creating a relaxed and welcoming atmosphere
for introductions and mingling. The opening
remarks were delivered by Professor Hajime
Kamiya, who leads the Department of Public
Health, Occupational Medicine, and Applied
Epidemiology. He explained the purpose of
the event and highlighted the importance of
intercultural connections. This was followed by
an explanation of the meaning of African Union
Day by Dr. Elijah Kuurdor, a staff member of

the department originally from Ghana.

Attendees enjoyed pizza and a variety
of finger foods, which were well-received.
A highlight of the event was a series of
presentations by student representatives from
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Ghana,
and Zambia. They introduced tourist attractions,
culinary traditions, and unique aspects of their

cultures, deepening participants’ cross-cultural



understanding.

The evening continued with background music
and casual conversation, encouraging further
interaction and networking among attendees.
The event concluded with words of thanks and

a group photograph that captured the spirit

of unity and friendship symbolized by the

celebration.

We hope to continue hosting such events in
the years to come. If you are interested in joining
or supporting future gatherings, please feel free

to reach out!
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“C-C Motif chemokine receptor-2 blockade

ameliorates pulmonary hypertension in rats
and synergizes with a pulmonary vasodilator”
Cardiovasc Res. 2025 Jul 8;121 (7) :1076—1090.
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Mie University, School of Medicine aims to raise medical personnel with a
steadfast sense of mission and ethical view, and to cultivate in it students and

faculties both rich creativity and research capacity.
The school will strive for development of human health and welfare and

contribute to regional and international society.
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